Fifth Sunday of Easter - May 18, 2025

GATHERING HYMN God, We Gather as Your People ACS 1038
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1 God, we gath - er as your peo - ple to raise our song a -

2 Oh, we sing for all the chil - dren, that one day they be
3 Oh, we pray for all the young lives cut short by fear and
4 God, we’re work - ing for the fu - ture when chil - dren far and
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bove, andwe dare to claim the prom - ise of your love.
free; and we sing for gen - er - a - tions yet to be,
shame, so a - fraid of who they are and whom they love.
wide can . . .live  their lives with dig - ni - ty and pride.
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Though the day may not yet be here, we
that they nev. - er have a rea - son to
May the mes - sage now be  ban - ished that your
As they grow in strength and stat - ure, may they
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trust it soon will be, when your chil - dren will be free.
doubt that they are blest. May they, in your love, find rest.
love is for the few; may their faith in you re - new.
join us hand in hand, as a-gainst all hate we  stand.

Refrain
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Oh, may our hearts and minds be o-pened, fling the church doors o-pen
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wide. May there be room e-nough for ev-’ry-one in - side.
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For in God thereis a wel-come, in God we all be -
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long. May that wel - come be our song.



HYMN OF THE DAY A New Commandment WOV 664
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new com-mand-ment I give un-to you, that you love one an - oth-er as
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I haveloved you, that you love one an - oth-er as I have loved you.
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By  this shall peo-ple know you aremy dis - ci-ples, if
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you have love one for an - oth - er; by this shall peo-ple know
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you are my dis-ci-ples: if you have love one for an - oth - er.
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SENDING HYMN Oh, Praise the Gracious Power ELW 651-WOv 750
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1 Oh, praise the gra-cious pow'r that tum - bles walls of fear
2 Oh, praise per-sis - tent  truth that o - pens fist - ed minds
3 Oh, praise in-clu - sive love, en - cir - cling ev-'ry race,
4 Oh, praise the word of faith that claims us as God’s own,
5 Oh, praise the tide of grace that laps at  ev-'ry shore
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and gath-ers in one  house of faith all strang-ers far and near:
and eas -es from their anx-ious clutch the prej - u - dice that blinds:

ob - liv - 1 - ous

to

gen - der, wealth, to

so - cial rank or

place:

a liv - ing tem - ple built on Christ, our rock and cor - ner - stone:
with vi-sionsof a world at peace, no lon - ger bled by war:
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We praise you, Christ! Your cross has made us one!

6 Oh, praise the pow’r, the truth,
the love, the word, the tide.
Yet more than these, oh, praise their source,
praise Christ the crucified:  Refrain

7 Oh, praise the living Christ

with faith’s bright songful voice!
Announce the gospel to the world

and with these words rejoice:

Refrain
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