St. John’s Lutheran Church
Sharing God’s Grace, Serving Through Love

Third Sunday of Easter
May 4, 2025

Welcome!

Out of a broken and divided world, all people are welcomed into the whole body of
Jesus Christ at St. John’s. As children of one God, together we join in worship to
experience the transforming love of our Savior.

All who seek the Lord are invited to share in Holy Communion. We believe that Christ is
present in the bread and wine with his own body and blood, to gift us with grace,
mercy, forgiveness, community, and new life.

In addition to gathering in person when possible, St. John’s will continue weekly
streaming of worship on Facebook. You can find the stream at our Facebook page:
www facebook.com/StlohnsBeaufort

Because we are not all are able to gather in person, we also celebrate Holy
Communion together in streaming worship. Households who are unable to gather in
person may prepare elements of bread and wine for the celebration, taking them
together as a community gathered, even while distanced. Any kind of bread or cracker
and any kind of wine or juice may be used.

Personal Listening Devices and Large Print Bulletins are available.

www.StJohnsBeaufort.org



Third Sunday of Easter
May 4, 2025 - ELW Setting 1

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!

CALLTO WORSHIP Be Still, My Soul Hopp
(10:30 am Service) Choir

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin,
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that
Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.
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GREETING

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud your majesty
and might. By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and inspire us to follow
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

THANKYOU TO PASTOR CRAIG & GEORGIA BOEHLKE
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING Acts 9:1-20
A reading from Acts.

"Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the
high priest > and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found
any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.’
Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven
flashed around him. * He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul,
why do you persecute me?” > He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “l am Jesus,
whom you are persecuting. ® But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you
are to do.”



”The men who were traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but
saw no one. ° Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see
nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. ° For three days he
was without sight and neither ate nor drank.

" Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision,
“Ananias.” He answered, “Here | am, Lord.” " The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the
street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At
this moment he is praying, ” and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in
and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” ® But Ananias answered,
“Lord, | have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints
in Jerusalem, " and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke
your name.” * But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom | have chosen
to bring my name before gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; * | myself will
show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 7 So Ananias went and
entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who
appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be
filled with the Holy Spirit.” *® And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes,
and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized,  and after taking some
food, he regained his strength.

For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, *°* and immediately he began to
proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL John 21:1-19

The holy gospel according to St. John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

" After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again to the
disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he showed himselfin this way. > Gathered there
together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the
sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. * Simon Peter said to them, “l am going
fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but
that night they caught nothing.

* Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach, but the disciples did not know that it was
Jesus. ° Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him,
“No.” ® He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find
some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so
many fish. ” That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon
Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he had taken it off, and
jumped into the sea. ° But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of
fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off.

> When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. ™
Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” " So Simon Peter
went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them,
and though there were so many, the net was not torn. ** Jesus said to them, “Come and
have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because
they knew it was the Lord. * Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them and did
the same with the fish. " This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples
after he was raised from the dead.

" When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do
you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.”
Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” "® A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John,



do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that | love you.” Jesus said to him,
“Tend my sheep.” 7 He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to
him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that | love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my
sheep. * Very truly, | tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt
and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands,
and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to
go.” ? (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this
he said to him, “Follow me.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY We Who Once Were Dead ELW 495-LBW 207
. 5 — 5
F 4V . / ] — I [} . 7
pEEse== - —
1 We who once were dead now live, ful - ly know -ing Je - sus
2 We were lost in night, but  you sought and found us. Give us
3 He be -came our bread; Je - sus died to save us. On him
4 Let  us share the pain you en-dured in dy - ing; we shall
0 4 X
T o C— -
Y r ! (- —
as our head. Life 1is o - ver-flow-ing when he breaks the bread.
strength to fight; death is all a-round us. Je - sus, be our light
we are fed, eat-ing what he gave us, ris - ing from the dead.
then re -main  liv - ing; death de - fy - ing, we shall rise a - gain.
5 Jesus, you were dead, 6 This is your design;
but you rose and, living, in this meal we meet you.
made yourself our bread, Be our bread and wine,
in your goodness giving Jesus, we entreat you.

life though we were dead. This shall be our sign.



THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no
end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.

Each petition ends: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with
us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

PEACE We share the peace with those who are with us in our homes or
wherever we are located. We also pray for peace for and with all those
with whom we join in worship, despite the fact that we are scattered.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.



OFFERING

As church together we are dependent on one another to meet the financial needs of the
congregation. We are grateful to all who generously support the mission we are called

to share. In addition to giving during the passing of offering plates in worship, options

for giving include:

+ mailing checks to the church office

+ using your personal bank’s online bill payment system to set up a recurring gift

+ using St. John’s online giving system to make one time and recurring gifts,
using either a bank draft or a credit card. To access this online giving
system, you can scan this QR code with your phone or tablet camera or
navigate to www.SJBft.org/GiveToStJohns on any browser.

ANTHEM Be Still, My Soul Hopp
(8:15 am Service) Choir

OFFERING PRAYER

Risen One,

you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we bring.
Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal, that we
may live as your risen body in the world. Amen.

LITURGY OF HOLY COMMUNION

All who seek the Lord are invited to share in Holy Communion. We believe that Christ is
present in the bread and wine with his own body and blood, to gift us with grace,
mercy, forgiveness, community, and new life.

Because all are not able to gather in person, we also celebrate Holy Communion
together in streaming worship. Households unable to gather in person may prepare
bread and wine, taking them together as a community gathered, even while distanced.
Any kind of bread or cracker and any kind of wine or juice may be used.

Those who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please
indicate this by crossing your arms at your heart.


http://www.SJBft.org/GiveToStJohns
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

O God most mighty, O God most merciful, O God our rock and our salvation,
hear us as we praise, call us to your table, grant us your life.

When the earth was a formless void, you formed order and beauty. When Abraham and
Sarah were barren, you sent them a child; When the Israelites were enslaved, you led
them to freedom. Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath, and the psalmists cried
out for healing, and full of compassion, you granted the people your life. You entered our
sorrows in Jesus our brother. He was born among the poor, he lived under oppression, he
wept over Jerusalem. With infinite love, he granted the people your life.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen.

Amen.

Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen.

Amen.

Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen.
Amen.

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal.

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself.

O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one.
O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.

O God most majestic, O God most motherly, O God our strength and our song,

our tree of life with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations. Grant us life in you, the
life of the Father, the Son, and the Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever Amen.
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grant us peace, grant us

peace.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

BENEDICTION

The triune God who was, who is, and who is to come,
Source of Life, + Savior of Humanity, and Spirit of Love,
journey with you toward the resurrection dawn, today and always.

Amen.
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DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE
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St. John’s Lutheran Church

157 Lady’s Island Drive
Beaufort, South Carolina 29907

phone: 843 524 3461

fax: 843 524 5950
info@StJohnsBeaufort.org
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Pastor Craig Boehlke, part time Assisting Pastor
Rolanda Gilliard, Seminarian - Field Worker
Josh Overby, Director of Music
Gloria Bockelman, Worship Accompanist
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Mission Statement:
Sharing God'’s Grace, Serving Through Love

Core Values:
We hear the Good News of God'’s Love in worship and scripture.
All are welcome and valued, with no exceptions.
We serve and help our neighbors, community, and those who are in need.
We love, care for, nourish, and support one another.
We are boldly generous with time, talents, space, and resources.

+ + o+

The Altar flowers are given by Marly Roper
to the Glory of God and in
Loving Memory of Bobby Roper, Jr.

The flowers were arranged by Brenda Colwell.

www.StJohnsBeaufort.org



