
Welcome! 
 

Out of a broken and divided world, all are welcomed into the whole body of Jesus 
Christ at St. John’s. We trust in a God who loves all people, no matter their economic 
status, age, marital status, ethnicity, race, country of origin, sexual orientation, gender 
identity or expression, diversity of ability, or religious background. Together we join in 
sharing God’s grace and serving through love, experiencing the transforming love of 
our Savior. 
 

All who seek the Lord are invited to share in Holy Communion. We believe that Christ is 
present in, with, and under the bread and wine with his body and blood, gifting us with 
forgiveness and faith. Because we are not all are able to gather in person, we also 
celebrate Holy Communion together in streaming worship. Households may prepare 
any kind of bread or cracker and any kind of wine or juice for use at home. 
 

St. John’s offers online worship opportunities by streaming services at 
www.Facebook.com/StJohnsBeaufort. Generally the earlier of our two Sunday services 
and other special services are streamed. You may join live or at a later time. 
 

Personal Listening Devices and Large Print Bulletins are available. 
 

www.StJohnsBeaufort.org 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
May 10, 2026 



Sixth Sunday of Easter - May 10, 2026 
 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 
He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 
Amen. 
 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.  
 

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us. 
Blessed are you O Source of Life.  
You guide us to springs of the water of life.  
 

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in the joy and sorrow of life. 
Blessed are you O Christ. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. 
Open our hearts in love toward our neighbors. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you O Holy Spirit. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new 
creation in you. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN Come Down, O Love Divine ELW 804 
 



GREETING 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on 
earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world 
the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.. 
Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
FIRST READING  Acts 17:22-31 
 

A reading from Acts. 
 

22 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely spiritual 
you are in every way. 23 For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of 
your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ 
What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the 
world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines 
made by human hands, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed 
anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26 From one 
ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their 
existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27 so that they would 
search for God and perhaps fumble about for him and find him—though indeed he is not 
far from each one of us. 28 For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some 
of your own poets have said, ‘For we, too, are his offspring.’ 
 

29 “Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold or silver 
or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30 While God has 
overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to 
repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in 
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all 
by raising him from the dead.”  
 

Word of God, Word of Life! 
Thanks be God! 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
GOSPEL  John 14:15-21 
 

The holy gospel according to St. John: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I 
will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is 
the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows 
him. You know him because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
 

18 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will no 
longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will 
know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 They who have my 
commandments and keep them are those who love me, and those who love me will be 
loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”  
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord! 
Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
SERMON 
 



SERMON PRAYER Spirit of the Living God This Far By Faith 101 
 Sing through twice 



HYMN OF THE DAY Loving Spirit ELW 397 

NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. 
 



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us 
pray for the needs of all creation. 
 

Each petition ends: Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new 
life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
 

As church together we are dependent on one another to meet the financial needs of the 
congregation. We are grateful to all who generously support the mission we are called 
to share. In addition to giving during the passing of offering plates in worship, options 
for giving include: 
 

+ mailing checks to the church office 

+ using your personal bank’s online bill payment system to set up a 
recurring gift 

+ using St. John’s online giving system to make one time and recurring 
gifts, using either a bank draft or a credit card. To access this online 
giving system, you can scan this QR code with your phone or tablet camera, or 
navigate to www.SJBft.org/GiveToStJohns on any browser. 

 
ANTHEM What Wondrous Love is This 
 Mary Manges, soloist 

http://www.SJBft.org/GiveToStJohns


OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Merciful God, 
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table before us, 
a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with 
the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the 
world you love. In the name of Christ, Amen. 
 
LITURGY OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

All who seek the Lord are invited to share in Holy Communion. We believe that Christ is 
present in the bread and wine with his own body and blood, to gift us with grace, 
mercy, forgiveness, community, and new life. 
 

Because all are not able to gather in person, we also celebrate Holy Communion 
together in streaming worship. Households unable to gather in person may prepare 
bread and wine, taking them together as a community gathered, even while distanced. 
Any kind of bread or cracker and any kind of wine or juice may be used. 
 

Those who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please 
indicate this by crossing your arms at your heart. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in 
dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary 
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all 
their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world you gave your 
only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish, but have eternal life. We 
give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send 
now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as he 
comes to us in his holy supper. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  



In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we 
proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the 
Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. We praise you, all-holy God, the 
Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit, today, tomorrow, and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
COMMUNION SONG 



COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC Sheep May Safely Graze Bach 
 Mary Manges, flute 
 
 
BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all 
things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to 
bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

The triune God who was, who is, and who is to come, Source of Life, + Savior of Humanity, 
and Spirit of Love, journey with you toward resurrection dawn, bless you and keep you, 
now and always. 
Amen 
 



SENDING HYMN I Love to Tell the Story ELW 661 



From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006619. 
 

Scripture quotations are taken from the New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-711955. All rights reserved. 
 

Loving Spirit; Text © 1987 by The Hymn Society, (admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188). All rights 
reserved. Used by permission. Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted/podcast/streamed under OneLicense.net #A-
711955. 
  

Spirit of the Living God; © 1935 Birdwing Music (ASCAP) (adm at CapitalCMGPublishing.com) All rights reserved. Used 
by permission. . Reprinted/podcast/streamed under CCLI. 
  

Come Down, O Love and I Love to Tell the Story! are in the public domain. 

DISMISSAL 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE 

+   +   + 



 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

157 Lady’s Island Drive 
Beaufort, South Carolina 29907 

 

phone: 843 524 3461 
info@StJohnsBeaufort.org 

 
 

 
Deacon Katie Justice 

Rolanda Gilliard, Seminarian - Field Worker 
Charlie Frost, Worship Accompanist 

 
 

+ + + 
 
 

Mission Statement: 
Sharing God’s Grace, Serving Through Love 

 
 

Core Values: 
We hear the Good News of God’s Love in worship and scripture. 

All are welcome and valued, with no exceptions. 
We serve and help our neighbors, community, and those who are in need. 

We love, care for, nourish, and support one another. 
We are boldly generous with time, talents, space, and resources. 

 

+ + + 
 

The Altar flowers are given by Carol and Harley Ruff 
to the Glory of God 

and in loving memory of Laney Ruff. 
 

The flowers were arranged by the Flower Team. 
 
 

www.StJohnsBeaufort.org 


