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Luthenidge
Welcome!

Out of a broken and divided world, all are welcomed into the whole body of Jesus
Christ at St. John’s. We trust in a God who loves all people, no matter their economic
status, age, marital status, ethnicity, race, country of origin, sexual orientation, gender
identity or expression, diversity of ability, or religious background. Together we join in
sharing God’s grace and serving through love, experiencing the transforming love of
our Savior.

All who seek the Lord are invited to share in Holy Communion. We believe that Christ is
present in, with, and under the bread and wine with his body and blood, gifting us with
forgiveness and faith. Because we are not all are able to gather in person, we also
celebrate Holy Communion together in streaming worship. Households may prepare
any kind of bread or cracker and any kind of wine or juice for use at home.

St. John'’s offers online worship opportunities by streaming services at
www.Facebook.com/StlohnsBeaufort. Generally the earlier of our two Sunday services
and other special services are streamed. You may join live or at a later time.

Personal Listening Devices and Large Print Bulletins are available.

www.StJohnsBeaufort.org






Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
February 8, 2026

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who
spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters.
Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Mighty God, lover of justice,

you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at the expense of
our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. We say the right
words, but our hearts are far from you.

Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we may
do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.

The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a spring of
water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and forgives your sin
in + Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, and bless you with the
gift of peace.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN Build a Longer Table ACS 1062
from All Creation Sings
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1 Build a long - er ta - ble, not a  high-er wall,
2 Build a saf - er ref - uge, not a larg - er jail;
3 Build a broad - er door - way, not a long -er fence.
4 When we lived as ex - lles, ref -u - gees a - broad,
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feed - ing those who hun - ger, mak - ing room for all.
where the weak find shel - ter, mer - cy will not fail.
Love pro - tects all peo - ple, spar - ing no e€x - pense.
Christ be - came our door - way to the reign of God.
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Feast - ing to - geth - er, strang-er turns to friend,
For an -y place  where jus - tice 1s de - nied,
When we em - brace com - pas - sion more than fear,
So must our ta - bles wel - come those who roam.
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Christ breaks walls to piec - es; false di - vi- sions end.
Christ will breach the jail wall, free-ing all in - side.
Christ tears down our  fenc - es: all are wel-come here.
None can be ex - clud - ed; all must find a home.
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the
pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for
peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
TEMPLE TALK Lutheridge 75th Birthday Capital Campaign

FIRST READING Micah 6:1-8
" Hear what the LORD says:

Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice.
* Hear, you mountains, the case of the LORD, and you enduring foundations of the earth,
for the LORD has a case against his people, and he will contend with Israel.

> “O my people, what have | done to you? In what have | wearied you? Answer me!

* For | brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of
slavery, and | sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.

> O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of
Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know
the saving acts of the LORD”

® “With what shall | come before the LORD and bow myself before God on high?

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?

”Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil?

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my
soul?”

® He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the LORD require of you
but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God?

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPELACCLAMATION
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Let your stead - fast love come to us, O Lord.
Q — ‘i » — | |
M’ P P
] ® | E— - 2 (4
Save us as you prom - ised; we will trust your word.
= P — i ——F——
M! o & P
§ f e 4 [ . o
Save us as you prom - ised; we will trust your word.
GOSPEL Matthew 5:1-12

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

"When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his
disciples came to him. > And he began to speak and taught them, saying:

> “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

* “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

> “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

® “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

® “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

? “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

" “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.

" “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil
against you falsely on my account. " Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

LUTHERIDGE 75TH BIRTHDAY CAPITAL CAMPAIGN OPPORTUNITY



HYMN OF THE DAY Build Us Up, Lord ELW 670
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1 Build us up, Lord, build us up; set 1n
2 Build us up, Lord, build us up: let our
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Build us up, Lord, build us up; as we
Build us  up, Lord, build us up; help wus
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guide and teach each oth-er, help us to share your love with the
bear good fruit for you, Lord, give us vi - sion and keep us
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world: ev - 1y sis - ter, ev - 'ry broth-er.
sure. Grant us faith that’s stead-fast and  true.
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Grow-ing in Christ, we plant seeds for the  king-dom; we fol-low in
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word to spread the news of your  Son!



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human
community, and the well-being of the earth, our home .

Each petition ends: Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for
whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE We share the peace with those who are with us in our homes or
wherever we are located. We also pray for peace for and with all those
with whom we join in worship, despite the fact that we are scattered.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

As church together we are dependent on one another to meet the financial needs of the
congregation. We are grateful to all who generously support the mission we are called

to share. In addition to giving during the passing of offering plates in worship, options
for giving include:

+ mailing checks to the church office

+ using your personal bank’s online bill payment system to set up a
recurring gift

+ using St. John’s online giving system to make one time and recurring gifts, using
either a bank draft or a credit card. To access this online giving system, you can
scan this QR code with your phone or tablet camera, or navigate to www.SJBft.org/
GiveToStJohns on any browser.

OFFERING PRAYER

God of majesty,

no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those who love you, yet
in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have gathered

to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.


http://www.SJBft.org/GiveToStJohns
http://www.SJBft.org/GiveToStJohns

LITURGY OF HOLY COMMUNION

All who seek the Lord are invited to share in Holy Communion. We believe that Christ is
present in the bread and wine with his own body and blood, to gift us with grace,
mercy, forgiveness, community, and new life.

Because all are not able to gather in person, we also celebrate Holy Communion
together in streaming worship. Households unable to gather in person may prepare
bread and wine, taking them together as a community gathered, even while distanced.
Any kind of bread or cracker and any kind of wine or juice may be used.

Those who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please
indicate this by crossing your arms at your heart.

DIALOGUE
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Th Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Ho-1ly, ho - ly, ho -ly Lord, God of pow-er and might
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you
sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

On the night before he died, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks, broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his words and trusting in his grace, we proclaim the mystery of our faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. We praise you, all-holy God, the
Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit, today, tomorrow, and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever Amen.



COMMUNION SONG
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Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin  of the world; have mer - cy on
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant wus peace.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
COMMUNION MUSIC

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

May the Word that Mary brought to birth carry you into new and abundant life.
Amen.

May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms enfold you with love and strength.
Amen.

May the Word that angels proclaimed in song bring harmony to our world.
Amen.

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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1 Let streams of liv-ing jus - tice flow down up - on  the earth;
2 For heal - ing of the na - tions, for peacethat will not end,
3 Your ci - ty’s built to mu - sic; we are the stones you seek;
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give free-dom’s light to cap - tives, let all the poor have worth.
for love that makes us lov - ers, God grantus grace to mend.
your har - mo - ny is lan - guage; we  are the words you speak.
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The hun - gry’s hands are plead -ing, the work - ers claim their rights,
Weave our var - ied gifts to- geth - er; knitour lives as they are spun;
Our faith we find 1n ser - vice, our hope 1in oth - ers’ dreams,
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the mourn-ers long for laugh - ter, the  blind-ed seek for sight.
on your loom of time en - roll us till our thread of life 1is run.
our love in hand of neigh - bor; our home-land bright-ly gleams.
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Make lib - er -ty a bea - con, strike down the 1 - ron pow’r
O great weav - er of our fab - ric, bind church and world in one;
In - scribe our hearts with jus - tice; your way—the path un - tried;
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a - bol - ish an-cient ven-geance: pro - claim your peo-ple’s hour.

dye our tex - ture with your ra - diance, light our col - ors with your sun.
your  truth—the heart of strang-er;  your life—the Cru - ci - fied.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Live God'’s grace.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE









From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006619.

Scripture quotations are taken from the New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National
Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-711955. All rights reserved.

Build a Longer Table: Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved. Reprinted/podcast/
streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-711955. All rights reserved.

Build Us Up, Lord: Text and music © 2003 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under
ONE LICENSE #A-711955. All rights reserved.

Let Streams of Living Justice: Text © 1989 William Whitla. Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under ONE
LICENSE #A-711955. All rights reserved.




St. John’s Lutheran Church

157 Lady’s Island Drive
Beaufort, South Carolina 29907

phone: 843 524 3461

fax: 843 524 5950
info@StJohnsBeaufort.org

Pastor P Shannon Mullen
Deacon Katie Justice
Rolanda Gilliard, Seminarian - Field Worker
Gloria Bockelman, Worship Accompanist
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Mission Statement:
Sharing God’s Grace, Serving Through Love

Core Values:
We hear the Good News of God'’s Love in worship and scripture.
All are welcome and valued, with no exceptions.
We serve and help our neighbors, community, and those who are in need.
We love, care for, nourish, and support one another.
We are boldly generous with time, talents, space, and resources.
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The Altar flowers are given
to the Glory of God.

The flowers were arranged by Kris Cianci.

www.StlohnsBeaufort.org



