
 

 

Welcome! 
 

Out of a broken and divided world, all people are welcomed into the whole body of 
Jesus Christ at St. John’s. As children of one God, together we join in worship to 
experience the transforming love of our Savior. 
 

All who seek the Lord are invited to share in Holy Communion. We believe that Christ is 
present in the bread and wine with his own body and blood, to gift us with grace, 
mercy, forgiveness, community, and new life. 

 

In the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, in addition to gathering in person when 
possible, St. John’s will continue weekly streaming of worship on Facebook. You can 
find the stream at our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/StJohnsBeaufort 
 

Because we are not all are able to gather in person, we also celebrate Holy 
Communion together in streaming worship. Households who are unable to gather in 
person may prepare elements of bread and wine for the celebration, taking them 
together as a community gathered, even while distanced. Any kind of bread or cracker 
and any kind of wine or juice may be used. 
 

Personal Listening Devices and Large Print Bulletins are available. 

 

www.StJohnsBeaufort.org 
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Sixth Sunday of Easter - May 14, 2023 
 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

In the waters of baptism, we have passed with Jesus Christ from death to life, 
and we are a new creation. 
 

For this saving mystery and for this water, 
let us bless God. 
 

We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne: 
through your people, through the earth, through every living thing. 
 

In these waters you have flooded us with mercy, 
and our sin is drowned forever. 
 

You open the gate of righteousness 
and we pass safely through. 
 

In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters. 
You nourish us and enclose us in safety. 
 

You call us forth and send us out. 
In lush and in barren places, you are with us. 
 

Now breathe upon this water 
and awaken your people once more. 
 

Claim us again as your beloved and holy people. 
Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear. 
 

People of God, do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in holy 
baptism, gathering to hear the Good News of God’s Love; welcoming and valuing all 
people; serving your neighbors and those in need; loving and caring for one another; and 
living with bold generosity? 
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us! 
 

God of Grace and Love, stir up in your people again the gift of your Holy Spirit. As your 
holy children, we are sent into the world to proclaim your Good News. Give us the 
strength to do that which you have called us to do. May we continue to share your grace 
and serve through love! 
Amen. 



 

 

GATHERING HYMN Love Divine, All Loves Excelling ELW 613 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your 
great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of 
your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING  Acts 17:22-31 
 

A reading from Acts. 
 

22Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious 
you are in every way. 23For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of 
your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ 
What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the 
world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines 
made by human hands, 25nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed 
anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26From one 
ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their 
existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27so that they would 
search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from 
each one of us. 28For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your 
own poets have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 
 

29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or 
stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30While God has 
overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to 
repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in 
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all 
by raising him from the dead.”  
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 



 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL  John 14:15-21 
 

The holy gospel according to St. John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I 
will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is 
the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows 
him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
 

18“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the world will no 
longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will 
know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21They who have my 
commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be 
loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”  
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 



 

HYMN OF THE DAY Come Down, O Love Divine ELW 804 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and 
all in need. 
 

Each petition ends:  Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, 
almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 
 



 

 

PEACE We share the peace with those who are with us in our homes or 
 wherever we are located. We also pray for peace for and with all those 
 with whom we join in worship, despite the fact that we are scattered. 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  
 

During this time, as church together we are all dependent on one another to each 
make an extra effort to meet the financial needs of the church. We encourage you to 
consider alternate means of sharing your offerings. 
 

Options include: 
+ mailing checks to the church office 

+ using your personal bank’s online bill payment system to set up a recurring gift 

+ using St. John’s online giving system which allows you to make one time and 
recurring gifts, using either a bank draft or a credit card. 

 

To access this online giving system, you can scan this QR code with your 
phone or tablet camera or navigate to www.SJBft.org/GiveToStJohns on 
any browser. 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Generous God, 
in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. In the 
breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine pour us 
out in service to the world; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
LITURGY OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

All who seek the Lord are invited to share in Holy Communion. We believe that Christ is 
present in the bread and wine with his own body and blood, to gift us with grace, 
mercy, forgiveness, community, and new life. 
 

Because all are not able to gather in person, we also celebrate Holy Communion 
together in streaming worship. Households who are unable to gather in person may 
prepare elements of bread and wine for the celebration, taking them together as a 
community gathered, even while distanced. Any kind of bread or cracker and any kind 
of wine or juice may be used. 
 

Those who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please 
indicate this by crossing your arms at your heart. 

http://www.SJBft.org/GiveToStJohns


 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to 
you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the power of  his 
resurrection, you transform fear and sin and death into new and abundant life! And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth, and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 



 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Blessed are you, O God, creator of heaven and earth. You rescued your covenant people, 
led them on their journey, and taught them by the prophets. You so loved the world that 
you sent Jesus to proclaim your love and transform all people, saving humanity from the 
powers of fear, sin, and death. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Glory and praise to you, of God of Life, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC 
 
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 
He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! 
 

May God, by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, strengthen you with newness 
of life. Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 



 

SENDING HYMN Now Thank We All Our God ELW 840 



 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS006619. 
 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-711955. All rights reserved. 
 

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling, Come Down, O Love Divine and Now Thank We All Our God are in the Public Domain. 
  

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Serve the Risen Lord. Alleluia, alleluia! 
Thanks be to God! Alleluia, alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE 



 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
157 Lady’s Island Drive 

Beaufort, South Carolina 29907 
 

phone: 843 524 3461 
fax: 843 524 5950 

info@StJohnsBeaufort.org 
 

Pastor P. Shannon Mullen 
Deacon Katie Justice 

Pastor Craig Boehlke, part time assisting pastor 
 

+ + + 
 

Mission Statement: 
Sharing God’s Grace, Serving Through Love 

 

Core Values: 
We hear the Good News of God’s Love in worship and scripture. 

All are welcome and valued, with no exceptions. 
We serve and help our neighbors, community, and those who are in need. 

We love, care for, nourish, and support one another. 
We are boldly generous with time, talents, space, and resources. 

 

+ + + 
 

The Altar Flowers are given by Sona Lyttle 
to the Glory of God, 

in honor of her daughter’s birthday, 
and in thanksgiving for all who are mothers 

and all who provide care for children. 
 
 

The flowers were arranged by the flower team. 
 
 
 
 

www.StJohnsBeaufort.org 


