
  

 

Coming soon! 
 

+++ 
Congregation 

Meeting & Meal 
November 23 

+++ 
St. Francis Center 

Food Drive 
December 14 

January 11 
+++ 

Wednesday Nights 
Together 

November 12 
December 3, 10, & 17 

+++ 
Beaufort Youth 

Orchestra 
November 13 

+++ 
Chamber Singers 

November 16 
+++ 

Rubbish Rustlers 
January 10 
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Advent and Christmas Events - for everyone! 
 

Advent Wreath Workshop 
Sunday, November 30 + 9:30 am (between services) AND after the 10:30 am service 

You are invited to make an Advent wreath for your home with fresh greenery and four blue 
candles! All wreath materials will be provided, but bring a pair of clippers and gloves if you have 
them. The first session starts at 9:30 am SHARP so you can finish between services! 

+  +  + 

Wednesday Nights Together in Advent + Christmas Float Decorating 
December 3+ Pizza, 6 pm + decorating the float 6:30 until... 

We gather for an evening of fellowship, decorating the float for the Beaufort Christmas Parade. 
Lots of laughter, fun, food, music, and fellowship. Children are encouraged to participate!  

+  +  + 

Wednesday Nights Together in Advent 

December 10 & 17 + Dinner, 6 pm + Vespers , 6:30 pm 
All are invited to gather for dinner, fellowship, and Advent vespers. Children will gather with 
Deacon Katie for story time. 

+  +  + 

Beaufort Christmas Parade 
Sunday December 7, 3 pm 

St. John’s has entered a float in the downtown Christmas Parade. If you would like to 
participate, sign up in worship OR contact Melinda Ellis at 843-838-5120. 

+  +  + 

Youth Christmas Party 
Sunday, December 7 - 5-7 pm 

At the home of Sue Mannheim, 527 Island Circle E, St Helena Island 
All youth, members and friends, grades 6-12 are invited to a Christmas Party following the 
parade! Food, fun, games, and a gift exchange. Bring: a fun gift (maximum $15) to exchange! 
Those who participate in the Beaufort Christmas parade will be taken directly from parade to 
party. Invite friends! 

+  +  + 

Christmas Pageant Rehearsal, Cookie Decorating,  
and Creating Cards for Shut-ins  

Saturday December 13, 10 am 
All youth and children are invited to participate in the rehearsal for the pageant, which will 
occur Sunday, December 14 at both services. All are welcome to join us for cookie decorating 
and card making after the rehearsal! We will have all the supplies. Join us for fun and 
fellowship. 

+  +  + 
(Continued on page 2) 
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Intergenerational Christmas Pageants - Sunday, December 14, 8:15 & 10:30 am 
Rehearsal and costuming for the Children’s pageant will be held the Saturday, December 13, see previous page. 

Our retelling of the birth of Jesus is a don’t miss. The pageants will feature our youngest as angels, shepherds, magi, 
and the holy family and members of the congregation may be recruited! 

+  +  + 

Combined Young Adult Christmas Event - Sunday, December 14 - www.SJBft.org/YoungAdultInfo 

CAPA Service Project - 5-7 pm at St. John’s 
Christmas Sweater/Ornament Exchange Party - 7ish 

All young adult members and friends are invited. There is no set age limit - if it sounds like you, come. We would love 
to have participants do both the service project and party, but if you can only do one of the two, you are welcome! 
FIRST - St. John’s Young Adult group serve our community by hosting teen-aged youth from CAPA for dinner and 
making Christmas crafts and treats! If you would like to help, contact Kristen Ferguson to find out what you can bring! 
Elementary aged children are welcome to participate, but older children cannot because of privacy concerns for youth 
at CAPA. 
SECOND - the gathering moves to the Ferguson home at 7 Peytons Way for dessert and the ornament exchange. Wear 
an ugly Christmas sweater if you dare; bring a Christmas ornament (maximum $15) for a gift exchange; and if you 
wish, bring a dessert to share. 

+  +  + 

Congregation Christmas Caroling 
All are invited! - Sunday, December 21 - Lunch served following worship 

Caroling following lunch until 3 pm 
After worship we will eat lunch, then divide into carloads to travel to the homes of members and friends who are 
homebound or in Assisted Living facilities. It doesn’t matter if you cannot carry a tune, if you are willing to help share 
Christmas joy with others, you have all you need. Fun for all ages! 

+  +  + 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Holy Communion - Wednesday, December 24  
Preservice Music starting at 2:45 pm with worship starting at 3 pm &  
Preservice Music starting at 6:45 pm with worship starting at 7 pm 

Streamed on Facebook live at 2:45 pm or available at any time following the livestream. 
We worship on the eve of Christmas to celebrate the birth of Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us!  

 Advent and Christmas Events, continued... 

Beaufort Symphony Youth Orchestra 
at St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Thursday, November 13, 7 pm 

BSYO presents their fall concert there at St. John’s.  
Something for everyone  - join us! 

Sea Island Chamber Singers 
at St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday, November 16, 4 pm 

All are welcome. The Sea Island Chamber Singers will 
present A Concert of Sacred Music-Songs of God’s 
Faithfulness. Admission is free. Donations will be greatly 
appreciated. 
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The Reconvening of St. John's Tables 

 

Those who have been members of St. John's for some years probably remember a time when we began talking about 
Tables instead of Committees. Those of you who are newer have probably never even heard a mention of this. That is 
because the leadership structure fell apart – like so many things – during the pandemic. But now, at long last, we are 
gearing up to reconvene the three St. John's tables! 
 

So, what are Tables? How are they different from Committees, and why does it matter? Let me try to answer these 
questions! 
 

What Are Tables? 
 

A Table – like the furniture it is named after – is a place to gather, to sit, to talk, and to share. Our leaders are invited to 
pull up a chair with other leaders to sit, talk, and share. How are things going in the various ministries, groups, 
activities, and programs that they lead? What is going well, and where is help needed? Is there ministry which is missing 
or leadership that needs to be found? 
 

Honestly, it's still a meeting, but with a different focus. Not so much planning, overseeing, and coordinating – but a 
time for sharing, for mutual support, for connecting together of those who are already doing that work. Tables will 
gather quarterly for these conversations of mutual support and encouragement. 
 

Each Table has two Coordinators – importantly, none of whom are on the Council. These Coordinators facilitate the 
Table gatherings and provide support, consultation, information, and resources to help leaders between Table 
gatherings when decisions are needed, when new opportunities arise, when problems crop up, or when tasks need to be 
assigned. 
 

The Three Tables at St. John's 
 

The Congregation Engagement Table gathers leaders related to worship, education, fellowship, member care, and 
groups – all the things which focus on members. Table Coordinators for the remainder of 2025 and 2026 are Tim 
Bockelman and Kristen Ferguson. 
 

The Community Engagement Table gathers leaders related to serving our neighbors in need, inviting others to our 
congregation, partnering with community organizations whose work is congruent with ours, and hosting groups and 
organizations who use our building – all the things which focus on our community. Table Coordinators are Melinda Ellis 
and Perry Dukes. 
 

The Church Support Table gathers leaders related to property, finances, staff, and stewardship – all the things 
connected to providing and managing the resources which make ministries possible. Table Coordinators are Sarah 
Anderson and Bill Libert. 
 

These boundaries are flexible. For example, our Young Adults group focuses on congregation members and its leaders 
will most likely gather at the Congregation Engagement Table. But the group regularly serves youth from CAPA (Child 
Abuse Prevention Association), so there might be a time when Young Adults leaders join the Community Engagement 
Table for a conversation with other leaders doing work in the community. 
 

Why Tables Instead of Committees? 
 

At St. John's, as in most churches, a Committee was a group appointed to plan, oversee, and coordinate ministries in a 
particular area. St. John's had 10 or 11 committees, which required way too many people and created an unsustainable 
structure in which Council members also chaired committees and many committees struggled to find enough 
members. 
When we began thinking about it, we realized that many more people would rather focus on doing ministry than 
attending meetings to plan, oversee, and coordinate. So we began imagining a structure focused on putting people to 

(Continued on page 4) 
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From Deacon Katie 
 

Fall has kicked off with a busy start. We are doing Confirmation and Youth Nights, as well as lunch and fellowship 
events, craft and bingo days, and Family Time events. 
 

What else does Deacon Katie have up her sleeve? I’m glad you asked. For 2026, I want to do a book study on a beautiful 
book I finished reading in October. It’s called I Guess I Haven’t Learned That Yet by Shauna Niequist. This book goes 
through Shauna’s journey of uprooting her life from Illinois to New York City. She discusses things she hasn’t learned 
yet and how her healing and spiritual journey have helped her become the person she is meant to be. Changes are an 
inevitable part of our lives, and I believe that Shauna’s journey can help guide us in how we approach change, while still 
acknowledging the complex emotions that come with life's changes. Be on the lookout for dates and times that I will be 
offering this book study. 
 

If you have any opinions or ideas for events or book/Bible studies, please feel free to share them with me via email at 
katie@stjohnsbeaufort.org.  This is a way that I learn, grow, and help foster greater fellowship among members of St. 
John’s. 

work leading ministries, groups, activities, or programs – with the most energy spent serving others, inside and outside 
the church. 
 

Instead of 40 or 50 or even more people focusing on planning, overseeing, and coordinating, the leadership 
requirement is now twelve Council Members and six Table Coordinators. And everyone else can just get to work, 
engaging in a ministry, program, group, or task they have the gifts and talents to lead or participate in! 
 

Moving Forward 
 

Before the pandemic, St. John's Three Table structure was working well as a way to gather and empower and support 
members as leaders of teams, groups, ministries, and programs. But it proved impossible to hold the structure together 
during the pandemic when we couldn't come together in groups. Leadership for most things fell to the staff. 
 

But now, it is time to reconvene the tables. Gradually we have gotten leaders in place and as we move into 2026, it is 
time to bring them together! I am thankful to those who have said "yes" to the request to be Table Coordinators. I am 
thankful to those who have said "yes" to being Council Members, to leading ministries, teams, and task forces. And I am 
looking forward to all these faithful people becoming the team of leaders working together that St. John's needs! 
 

Peace. Be well. Seek justice. Pastor Shannon 

Children, Youth, and All Families  
 

We have fun activities planned for Children, Youth, and All Families. I am excited about these fun things, and I hope 
they bring people closer together. 
 

For Children and All Families, we will have a Christmas Ornament-Making Event on Saturday, November 8, at 10 am. 
We will also host Christmas Cookie Making and Card Making for Shut-Ins on Saturday, December 13, at 10 am. 
Additionally, we will present an Intergenerational Christmas Pageant on Sunday, December 14, at both services (8:15 
and 10:30 am). We will also have an All-Family Brunch at First Watch on Saturday, January 10, at 10 am. 
 

For Youth, a volunteer opportunity with Rubbish Rustlers on Saturday, November 8, at 8:15 am. We will be having the 
Youth Christmas Party at Sue Mannheim's home on Sunday, December 7, at 5 pm, immediately following the 
Christmas Parade. We will be attending the Savannah Ghost Pirates Hockey Game on Saturday, January 31, at 7 pm.  
 

For older adults, we will have a craft day on Tuesday, November 18, from 1 to 3 pm. Melinda Ellis and Susie Braiden will 
be teaching us how to make a fun Christmas Craft. On Tuesday, December 16, from 1 to 3 pm, we will host a Bingo Day 
with a Hot Cocoa Bar. We will have lunch and fellowship at Cracker Barrel in Bluffton on Wednesday, January 21, at 
11:30 am. 
 

I am excited about all the fun and fellowship events we are hosting, and I love seeing the connections being made and 
the fun being had by everyone.  
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Lydia Circle/Lutheran Women 

2nd Tuesday of each month, 7 pm 
December 9 & January 13, 7 pm 

 

The St. John’s Lutheran Women group meets the 
second Tuesday of each month in the Mission Building 
for fellowship and devotions. All women are welcome 
and invited. Contact Robin Barone for additional 
information at 843-470-1738 

___________ 

Lutheran Men in Mission 
3rd Saturday of each month, 9 am 

November 15, December 20, & January 17 
 

All men in the congregation are invited to attend the 
monthly gathering of the Lutheran Men in Mission. 
They meet in the sanctuary for breakfast, Bible study, 
and fellowship! Please join us! 

___________ 

Sewing/Knitting/Crocheting/Quilting 
Mondays, 10 am-1 pm 

 

All members and friends are invited to gather for 
fellowship and serving others. These groups work on 
various projects to help others, as well as personal 
projects. No experience is required for any of these 
groups, because experienced members are happy to 
teach others!  Bring a bag lunch. 
• 1st Mondays: Knitters/Crocheters 
• 2nd Mondays: Sewing Group/Martha’s Animals 
• 4th Mondays: Lutheran World Relief Quilters 

___________ 

Rubbish Rustlers 
January 10, 8:30 am 

 

St. John’s has been a part of South Carolina’s Adopt-a-
Highway Program for more than 20 years! Six times a 
year volunteers walk the section of Lady’s Island Drive 
where the church is located and pick up countless bags 
of trash. In order to be effective in covering our seven 
segments we need at least eight people to help. Please 
join us for another  experience of fun and fellowship at 
St. John’s. 

___________ 

End-of-the-year Donations 
 

All 2025 donations must be received or postmarked by 
December 31 to be counted toward 2025’s offering for 
tax purposes. Options for making year-end donations 
include make a donation on any Sunday, donate online 
at www.SJBft.org/GiveToStJohns or mail a check to 
the church with a postmark no later than 12/31/2025. 

Charlie Frost, Organist 
 

St. John’s is so fortunate to have two organists who 
rotate Sunday worship services, one of whom is Charles 
(Charlie) D. Frost. He brings decades of church 
musicianship and Presbyterian leadership to the organ 
bench. Originally from New Jersey, his studies include 
music degrees from Westminster Choir College under the 
organ tutelage of the world-renowned concert and 
recording artist, the late Dr. Joan Lippencott and choral 
directing under the late Dr. Joseph Flummerfelt. 
 

Charlie has served as Minister of Music in churches in 
California, Long Island, New York, and Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, before retiring in Beaufort after serving at Sea 
Island Presbyterian in Beaufort and First Presbyterian 
Church on Hilton Head Island. 
 

He is a member of the Presbyterian Association of 
Musicians and The Hymn Society in the United States and 
Canada where he is President. He was a member of the 
Presbyterian Committee on Congregational Song which 
developed Glory to God, the Presbyterian Hymnal. He 
conducts the Sea Island Chamber Singers and is active as 
an organ recitalist and workshop clinician. 
 

We are blessed to have him as one of our organists! Walk 
up after worship and give him a greeting. 

___________ 

Christmas Gifts for Foster Children with 
Lutheran Services Carolina 

Gift requests will be available Sunday, November 16 
Please return all gifts no later than 

Sunday, November 30 
 

We again have an opportunity to provide gifts for foster 
children served by Lutheran Services Carolinas. Here is 
how to help: 
1. Choose one or more gift requests from the board in 

the sanctuary.  
2. Write your name beside the gift number on the sheet 

next to the board. 
3. PLEASE take an instruction sheet from the board and 

carefully follow it. 
4. If you are not in worship, you may drop by during the 

week or call the church office to choose a gift. 
___________ 

Poinsettias for Christmas 
 

If you would like to donate a poinsettia to decorate the 

sanctuary at Christmas in memory or honor of a loved 

one, go online to www.SJBft.org/GiveToStJohns or fill 

out a special envelope found in the narthex or contact the 

church office. Cost per poinsettia: $15 
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Happenings Around St. John’s this past year! 

Clay and Molly McKowen 
celebrating Palm Sunday 

Carlos Smith, Ryan Murray, and David 
Smith at The Dwelling 

Lily Kate Ferguson 
at Skyzone with 
Zachary Bishop 
cheering her on 

Charlie Frost on the 
organ bench. 

Lunch & Fellowship at Marker 244 

Elliot Baskwell, Molly Ferguson, and Zachary Baskwell 
singing at Lutheridge  

Ryan and Leah 
Murray celebrating 
their baptism with 
Pastor Shannon 

Jim & Pat Palmer celebrating 
St Patrick’s at Harold’s 

Susan Heim helping with 
Rubbish Rustlers 

Melinda Ellis, Pastor Shannon and 
Rhoda Moore celebrating Oktoberfest 

Pat Bennett and Pastor 
Sarah with the quilts 
she took to the 
Lutheran Services 
Carolina Welcome 
House for foster 
children which were 
made by the St John’s 
Quilters 
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Dear Church Family, 
Thank you so much for all the love and support you gave 
our family during this difficult time. Paul was a very 
special man and we all miss him dearly, but your help has 
been so generous. Keep us in your prayers. 
Hugs and thanks, Sue Mannheim 

___________ 
St. John’s Lutheran Church Members, Pastor Shannon 
and Deacon Katie, 
A special thank you for the lovely funeral service for our 
mom. Wilma Goertz! So many people contributed to 
making it special. A special “shout out” to Gloria for her 
beautiful playing, Mary Manges for the heavenly solos, 
Jenny for her behind the scenes assistance, the ladies 
who prepped and served food and beverages,  and the 
ladies who arranged the lovely flowers. We appreciate 
everyone’s contribution. Mom loved her church family 
and many were able to attend to support her family in our 
time of loss. Thank you all again for all of your support 
Sincerely Linda Bloomer and Wilma Goertz Family 

___________ 
Dear St John’s members and friends, 
Thank you for your prayers, cards, and support given to 
Eve and our family during this time. Thanks to all who 
helped prepare and serve for Eve’s funeral. We are truly 
grateful for our church family. 
Larry Roane and Family 

___________ 
Dear St John’s  
Thank you for the generous gift of supplies. They were 
very much appreciated. The luncheon was wonderful and 
enjoyed. 
Joan Burke and Family 

___________ 
Dear Friends at St. John’s, 
We are so grateful for your continued prayers and 
generous partnership. Thank you for your gift this winter 
to support our shelter ministry! You are such a blessing to 
our community and allowed us to keep hundreds of our 
most vulnerable neighbors warm/safe this winter. 
Shalom, Deacon Brittany & The Dwelling Community 

___________ 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
Thank you for your generous gift to the Annual Fund! 
Your generosity is empowering ministry that inspires 
faith, builds relationships, and transforms lives. Your gifts 
to NovusWay Ministries give families the opportunity to 
grow in faith as they connect with God and with one 
another. 
In gratitude, Rev Mike Ward and Deacon Mitzie Schafer 

Dear Pastor Shannon, 
Thank you for your gift to the South Carolina Synod. We 
appreciate St. John’s faithful stewardship and generosity. 
The gift has been designated for SC Synod 
Congregational Mission Support. We are blessed by the 
partnership we share with your congregation and our 
siblings across the Synod as, together, we live out the 
gospel of Jesus Christ in our various locations. May God 
bless all that you do together in the name of Jesus. 
 Bishop Ginny, The Rev Virginia Aebischer 

___________ 
Dear Martha’s Animals/Sewing Ladies, 
We are so grateful for what God has purposed you to do. 
The love that is in your hearts and the gifts that are in 
yours hands are immeasurable. Thanks for your 
continued support of Life Line Foreign Missions. We pray 
that God will continue to bless all that concerns you. 
Blessings, Dr Edward McNeil, The Life Line Foreign 
Missions Team 

___________ 
Dear St John’s Lutheran Church Quilters, 
On behalf of our patients at Arkansas Children’s, thank 
you for your recent donation of handmade items. A 
patient had a brighter day because you shared your time 
and talents making these beautiful, handmade gifts. Your 
generosity makes a difference. 
Sincerely Marisha DiCarlo, Arkansas Children’s 

___________ 
Dear Pastor Shannon, 
Thank you immensely for the generous monetary 
donation to the Good Neighbor Medical Clinic. Your 
generosity is not only transforming our community but 
also directly impacting the lives of families in Beaufort. 
We extend our deepest gratitude for your kindness. 
Gloria Duryea 

___________ 
To the congregation of St. John’s 
Thank you so much for your generous donation. Thank 
you for helping us do the most good here in this 
beautiful community in which we live and for blessing 
our neighbors with your gift. 
May God bless you all, Major Robert & Wanda Long 
Salvation Army 

___________ 
Dear St. John’s Family, 
Many thanks for your continued prayers and donations 
to the children and families of the Nuru Daycare in 
Nairobi, Kenya. You are making critical differences that 
will have long lasting rewards!   Jenny and Dan Stoddard  

Thanks! 
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 157 Lady's Island Drive 
 Beaufort, SC 29907 
 
 
 ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Pastor P. Shannon Mullen 
Deacon Katie Justice 
Phone:  843-524-3461 
Email:   info@StJohnsBeaufort.org 

Non Profit Organization 
US Postage 

PAID 
St. Helena Island, SC 

Permit No. 7 

Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday 9:00 am—2:00 pm  

 

Church Office Holiday Closings: 
Thanksgiving Holiday 

Wednesday, November 26 & Thursday, November 27 

Christmas and New Years Holiday 
Wednesday December 24 - Thursday, January 1 

www.StJohnsBeaufort.org 

 Mission Statement: 
Sharing God’s Grace, Serving Through Love 

 

Core Values: 
We hear the Good News of God’s Love in worship and scripture. 

All are welcome and valued, with no exceptions. 
We serve and help our neighbors, community, and those who are in need. 

We love, care for, nourish, and support one another. 
We are boldly generous with time, talents, space, and resources. 

OFFICIAL NOTICE: Congregation Meeting 
Sunday, November 23 - 11:30 am 

 

The purpose of this Congregation Meeting is to adopt a Plan for Mission 2026, to elect Congregation Council 
members for 2026-27 terms, and to elect Endowment Fund Team members for 2026-2027 terms. No other business will 
be brought to the floor. All voting members are urged to attend this important meeting. 
A voting member is defined as a baptized, confirmed, member (or seasonal member) who has both contributed 
and communed in the current or past calendar year (2024-2025). Note that anyone received as an adult is 
automatically considered “confirmed.” 
 

Everyone is invited to stay for a potluck lunch following the meeting. Bring a dish or two to share if you are able! 

2025 Congregation Council, Officers, and Committee/Organization/Team Leaders 
 

Congregation Council Members and Officers 
Kris Cianci, President + Jim Colwell, Vice-President + Fred Park, Secretary + Ann Nizzi, Treasurer 

Robin Barone + Victoria Bishop + Laird Griffin + Susan Heim + Lori Libert + Jill Merchant + Ben Murray + Denny Skoglund 
 

Endowment Team 
Curt Cianci + Carl Kilpatrick + Bill Liebert + Gerald Pfarner 

 

Staff 

Administrative Assistant ................................. Jenny Stoddard 
Program Assistant ..........................................  
Youth Leader ........................................... Deacon Katie Justice 

Director of Music .................................................. Josh Overby 
Custodian ................................................... On-Point Cleaning 


