
Welcome! 
 

Out of a broken and divided world, all are welcomed into the whole body of Jesus 
Christ at St. John’s. We trust in a God who loves all people, no matter their economic 
status, age, marital status, ethnicity, race, country of origin, sexual orientation, gender 
identity or expression, diversity of ability, or religious background. Together we join in 
sharing God’s grace and serving through love, experiencing the transforming love of 
our Savior. 
 

All who seek the Lord are invited to share in Holy Communion. We believe that Christ is 
present in, with, and under the bread and wine with his body and blood, gifting us with 
forgiveness and faith. Because we are not all are able to gather in person, we also 
celebrate Holy Communion together in streaming worship. Households may prepare 
any kind of bread or cracker and any kind of wine or juice for use at home. 
 

St. John’s offers online worship opportunities by streaming services at 
www.Facebook.com/StJohnsBeaufort. Generally the earlier of our two Sunday services 
and other special services are streamed. You may join live or watch on Facebook or 
YouTube at a later time. 
 

Personal Listening Devices and Large Print Bulletins are available from the ushers 
 

www.StJohnsBeaufort.org 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 5, 2026 



PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
ORDER OF WELCOME 
 

Members and friends of St. John’s, The Rev. Sean Miller-Perez has been appointed by the 
Office of the Bishop of the South Carolina Synod to serve St John’s Lutheran Church as our 
Interim Pastor. We welcome Pastor Sean into our midst as a shepherd and guide for our 
ministry and thank him for his willingness to be with us during our time of transition. Let 
us ask God's blessings upon Pastor Sean and the work that we will do together in Christ's 
name at St. John’s and the community by Sharing God’ Grace, Serving Through Love. 
 

Loving God, we thank you for sending this faithful pastor to be among us during this 
special time in the life of St. John’s. We ask that you would empower Pastor Sean with 
your Holy Spirit that his preaching and teaching may show forth your living presence, that 
his counsel might be blessed with wisdom and insight, and that all our work together may 
witness to the love of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 
Amen 
 

Let us welcome Pastor Sean 
 

We welcome you into the family of St. John’s. We pray God's blessing be upon you 
and this congregation. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, source of hope in every nation, rest for the weary, 
Glory, peace to the ends of the earth, whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In 
your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to 
dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 
give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
 



GATHERING HYMN This Is My Song ELW 887 



GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
 



 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, 
and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call 
upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
FIRST READING  Romans 7:15-25a 
 

A reading from Romans. 
 

15I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I 
hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17But in fact it is no 
longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that the good does not dwell 
within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand, but not the 
ability. 19For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 20Now if I 
do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. 
 

21So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22For I 
delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23but I see in my members another law at war 
with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 
24Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25aThanks be to 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord!  
 

Word of God, Word of Life! 
Thanks be God! 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 



GOSPEL  Matthew 11:16-19,25-30 
 

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16“To what will I compare this generation? It is like 
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 17‘We played the flute for 
you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
 

18“For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19the Son of 
Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of 
tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 
 

25At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 
26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by 
my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father 
except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
 

28“Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord! 
Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
SERMON 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY Day By Day ELW 790 

 



APOSTLES CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, 
and all of creation. 
 

Each petition ends: God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares 
upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
 

As church together we are dependent on one another to meet the financial needs of the 
congregation. We are grateful to all who generously support the mission we are called 
to share. In addition to giving during the passing of offering plates in worship, options 
for giving include: 
 

+ mailing checks to the church office 

+ using your personal bank’s online bill payment system to set up a 
recurring gift 

+ using St. John’s online giving system to make one time and recurring 
gifts, using either a bank draft or a credit card. To access this online 
giving system, you can scan this QR code with your phone or tablet camera, or 
navigate to www.SJBft.org/GiveToStJohns on any browser. 

 
ANTHEM Softly and Tenderly 
 Mary Manges, solo 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 

God of all creation, 
All you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth bread from 
the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the 
world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

http://www.SJBft.org/GiveToStJohns


LITURGY OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

All who seek the Lord are invited to share in Holy Communion. We believe that Christ is 
present in the bread and wine with his own body and blood, to gift us with grace, 
mercy, forgiveness, community, and new life. 
 

Because all are not able to gather in person, we also celebrate Holy Communion 
together in streaming worship. Households unable to gather in person may prepare 
bread and wine, taking them together as a community gathered, even while distanced. 
Any kind of bread or cracker and any kind of wine or juice may be used. 
 

Those who do not commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please 
indicate this by crossing your arms at your heart. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to 
us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the 
majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that 
everyone who trusts in him may not perish but walk in the way of eternal life. 
 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill your holy will and to free us 
from the power of fear, sin, and death. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Remembering, therefore, Jesus’ life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection 
and ascension, and his promise to be with you always, we give thanks and praise to you, 
O Lord God Almighty. With your Word and Holy Spirit bless us, your servants, and these 
your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the body and blood of 
Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of 
sin, may be formed to live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your 
saints. 
 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 



LORD'S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
COMMUNION SONG 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION Give Me Jesus 
  
BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at your 
table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your 
people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 



BENEDICTION 
 

The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

The God of all grace + bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN What A Friend We Have in Jesus ELW 742 
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DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE Just a Closer Walk With Thee 
  
 

+   +   + 



 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

157 Lady’s Island Drive 
Beaufort, South Carolina 29907 

 

phone: 843 524 3461 
info@StJohnsBeaufort.org 

 
 

Interim Pastor Sean Miller-Perez 
Deacon Katie Justice 

Charlie Frost, Worship Accompanist 
 
 

+ + + 
 
 

Mission Statement: 
Sharing God’s Grace, Serving Through Love 

 
 

Core Values: 
We hear the Good News of God’s Love in worship and scripture. 

All are welcome and valued, with no exceptions. 
We serve and help our neighbors, community, and those who are in need. 

We love, care for, nourish, and support one another. 
We are boldly generous with time, talents, space, and resources. 

 

+ + + 
 

The Altar flowers are given by Sona Lyttle 
to the Glory of God 

and in honor of the United States of America. 
 

The flowers were arranged by the Flower Team. 
 
 

www.StJohnsBeaufort.org 


